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Group and theme housing legislation presented and discussed
Noah Gunther
Staff Writer

______________________

On Monday, Feb. 9, the
Lawrence University Community
Council’s
Residence
Life
Committee proposed several
changes to the way group housing is established on campus.
General council tabled the legislation, but will vote on it Monday,
Feb. 23, unless the Residence Life
Committee wants to revise the
proposal and present it again,
which will mean waiting another
two weeks to vote.
Wednesday, Feb. 18, students
were invited to attend a panel
in the Wriston auditorium where
members of the Residence Life
Committee, including chair Jenni
Sefcik, explained the legislation
and what it would mean for students living in campus houses.
Approximately 50 interested

students attended a brief presentation from the Residence Life
Committee, after which the floor
was opened for questions.
The proposed changes to
housing policy will have campus
groups requesting a house have to
apply for a single year of housing
at a time, instead of applying for
a group housing agreement that
lasts multiple years. While singleyear housing agreements applied
to theme houses in the past, the
new legislation would require
formal group houses to submit a
housing application on an annual
basis as well. The agreements that
establish a group house once a
housing application is accepted
are known as “compacts.”
The legislation would also
disband the ad-hoc committee that currently controls formal group housing, putting that
responsibility in the hands of

Students and Residence Life Committe engage in conversation about housing legislation.
Photo by Abedin Rafique

See page 2

Convocation: Kwame Anthony Appiah speaks on honor code
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Professor Kwame Anthony
Appiah spoke at the latest
Lawrence University convocation.
Professor Appiah aimed to stress
the importance of becoming an
active global citizen.
“College aged people are
committed to making the world
better so I hope to highlight mechanisms that allow people to bring
about change,” begins Appiah.

Appiah’s background contributes largely to his ethical involvement. His father played a role in
the government of Ghana and as
did his grandfather in British government. His mother and grandmother also encouraged a concern
for the nation and universe.
“I think it is vital to promote
not just how to decide what is
right but also how to do what is
right,” continued Appiah.
Through this, Professor
Appiah stressed honor and

shame as the main mechanisms
of change. Through reciprocal dialogue of mutual respect, one can
implement a new code of conduct
that promotes a decent life.
Appiah recognizes that
“decent life” is difficult to neatly
define.
“Human life is complicated.
Cosmopolitanism speaks to make
good ways of being a human being
within reason,” said Appiah.
Consequently, Appiah avoids
the stigma of implementing west-

ern ideals throughout the globe.
He highlights an individual’s right
to “a cultural life” and having the
privilege to choose that life.
Despite this, he recognizes
the need for change in certain
parts of the world.
“In Saudia Arabia, for example, there is evident gender
inequality. [In response to this],
we cannot force them to do what
is right but merely encourage an
open dialogue. Gender equality
is fairly new even in the United

States,” reminds Appiah.
Students however, had
trouble understanding how
to get involved with this issue.
Freshman Sabrina Conteh said, “
[Professor Appiah] didn’t tie back
how we can help directly change
anything—it was all very broad.”
Other students felt inspired
by his message.
“As a dual citizen, Professor
Appiah’s ideas really resonated

Claudena Skran was awarded a
Fulbright to conduct research in
Sierra Leone. She then created
KidsGive to conduct annual excursions for students to Sierra Leone
where they conduct their own
research, volunteer and participate in activities at local schools.
In the past, individual
research projects have included
studies on topics from tourism to
public health. KidsGive has provided sports equipment, books
and even scholarships for struggling students. Students have presented their research and projects
at Lawrence and to other schools
across the country.
About 20 faculty and students
were going to travel to Sierra
Leone over spring break 2015 to
volunteer and do research while
visiting three partner schools.
However, due to the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, KidsGive has
had to postpone the trip. They are

Ariela Rosa

Emma Arnesen had ideas for
improving the evaluation system.
Junior Matt Geleske presented
ideas to standardize shuttle service between the main campus
and Alexander Gym, and junior
Shang Li suggested creating a separate, non-alcoholic VR for students too young to drink.
Arnesen, Geleske and Li all
said they were happy about participating in Optimize LU because
it gave them the chance to practice their presentation skills and
receive valuable feedback from
members of the Lawrence community.
The organizers also presented their own ideas, with Martin
proposing collaboration with the
art department to create functional art to organize students’ bags
and coats at Andrew Commons,
and Choy suggesting the implementation of chalkboards on campus where people could anonymously commit to goals.

Choy and Martin organized
the event in less than two weeks,
relying mainly on word of mouth
to generate interest. “We put a lot
of effort into speaking with our
friends and encouraging them to
come,” said Choy.
For the staff and faculty
panel, Martin added that they
“tried to get representation from
each department on campus, be it
athletic, admissions, [or] someone
from the con.” However, Martin
said that due to short notice and
the reading period, “it didn’t pan
out exactly the way we wanted.”
Despite the setback, Choy
and Martin expressed their happiness with the turnout for Friday’s
event.
Vice President for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students
Nancy Truesdell was impressed
with the students’ presentations
and stated, “I believe a number

See page 7

KidsGive fundraises for Optimize LU uses entrepreneurial ethics to
children affected by Ebola inspire solutions to Lawrentian problems
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Over the past two weeks,
members of Lawrence’s KidsGive
organization have visited student
clubs on campus, music ensembles and classes urging groups to
raise donations to sponsor a child
in Sierra Leone who have lost one
or both parents in the Ebola crisis. Every team is asked to raise
$100 to provide schooling, food
and care for their sponsored child
for one year.
KidsGive is an LU-affiliated
non-profit and an official on-campus student organization whose
mission is to provide children in
Sierra Leone the chance to learn
and become leaders, while promoting informed giving and educating U.S. students about African
life and culture.
In 2006, Professor of
Economics and Social Science
and Professor of Government

See page 12

Staff Writer

___________________________________

On Friday Feb. 12, six students presented on various campus issues at Optimize LU, proposing solutions to a five-person
panel which provided feedback
and suggestions for implementation.
Optimize LU was organized by juniors Chelsey Choy
and Zach Martin with the guidance of Economic Professor and
Coordinator of the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program Gary
Vaughan.
In his presentation, junior
Zach Ben-Amots suggested holding town hall meetings once a
term for students and administration to discuss campus issues
as well as adding more Seasonal
Affective Disorder lamps around
campus.
After filling out professor
evaluations last term, freshman

See page 9
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CTHULU hosts speaker Dan Barker and Superstition Bash
Megan Corum
Staff Writer

______________________

Critical Thinkers, Humanists,
and Unbelievers at Lawrence
University (CTHULU) hosted
Dan Barker, co-president of
the Freedom From Religion
Foundation, in honor of Darwin
Day on Feb. 12.
Barker’s talk, entitled “Life
Driven Purpose: How Evolution
Gives Meaning,” tied together
Darwin’s theory of evolution with
Barker’s upcoming book, “Life
Driven Purpose: How an Atheist
Finds Meaning.” Barker was a former minister and renounced his
faith in 1984.
Barker began his talk by saying “I didn’t actually know Charles
Darwin personally.” He continued
on to discuss how during Darwin’s
voyage on the H.M.S. Beagle,
Darwin “took notes and watched
without any preconceptions” in
order to develop his theories.
“Religious people and nonreligious people—we’re all looking

at the same world,” Barker said.
About the atheist movement, he said “it’s kind of like the
gay movement; once you know
someone in the community, you
become more accepting of the gay
lifestyle.”
“I think we non-believers are
truly inspired while believers are
out-spired, as in they’re inspired
from the outside,” he said.
He went on to discuss the
mentality of humans by saying
“a lot of human beings—we don’t
want someone up above telling us
what to do ... the religious mentality is much like a toddler mentality: ‘hold my hand; I don’t know
what to do.’”
“The good news that atheists
offer the world is that there is no
purpose of life,” Barker said. “To
say there’s no purpose of life does
not mean there’s no purpose in
life—there’s immense purpose in
life.”
“If you want life driven purpose, find a problem to solve,” he
said.

Jamie DeMotts
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

On Friday, Feb. 13 at 7
p.m. CTHULU, Critical Thinkers,
Humanists, and Unbelievers at
Lawrence University, hosted their
first annual Superstition Bash and
Flying Spaghetti Monster Dinner
Party. Attendees were met with a
piano covered in opened umbrellas, tables decorated with a mix
of unlucky and lucky items from
different cultures and a superstition playlist.
Founder and junior Alexa
Blumenstock wanted the event
“to poke fun at beliefs without
evidence.”
The event facilitated discussion about Pastafarianism, a
religion born out of an Oregon
State University student’s protest of the Kansas School Board
teaching intelligent design in
public schools. In order to celebrate Pastafarianism, several
attendees donned colanders. The
religion and its eight commandments, known as “The Eight I’d
Really Rather You Didn’ts,” were
explored in a PowerPoint presen-

World

Homeopathic serial dilutions are prepared by a CTHULU member.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

tation as attendees ate spaghetti
catered by Noodles & Company.
Blumenstock continued the
event by presenting a collection
of videos deconstructing superstitions. Attendees also received
an explanation of the assorted
objects on each table, including
a belief in Turkey where chewing gum after dark means one is
chewing on the flesh of a dead
body.
Junior Jordan Marks, a
board member of CTHULU and

the events organizer, said that the
event was, “pretty fun, had a good
number of people” and that he
hopes that it becomes an annual occurrence. Sophomore Ariel
Worley also enjoyed the event,
but said in the future CTHULU will
“continue to develop it to make it
more integrated and involved.”
After two hours, the event
wound down and guests left with
leftover cookies and bars.

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
ISRAEL—A team of divers discovered a cache of
nearly 2000 gold coins off the Mediterranean coast. The
coins are extremely well preserved and appear to have
come from the Fatimid Caliphate, a Shia Muslim empire
from around the year 1000 A.D.

MYANMAR—President Thein Sein has declared
martial law in the Kokang region of Myanmar due to
an escalation of violence in that region. Kokang is in
the midst of a conflict between government forces and
ethnic minority rebels of the Myanmar Nationalities
Democratic Alliance Army seeking autonomy for the
region.

Housing

continued from page 1
LUCC. LUCC currently decides
theme housing only.
“As of right now, group housing is divided into formal and
theme housing… the new system would put everybody into
the same pot” stated Sefcik, who
helped draft the new housing legislation.
If passed, the changes will go
into effect this spring, meaning
houses whose compacts are ending will fill out the yearly applications. Groups whose housing
compacts are not ending will not
be required to fill out the yearly
applications until their compacts
are up.
Sefcik said that when the
Residence Life Committee was
deciding on a length for the new,
universal compacts “three years
was out of the question” because
so many formal group houses
have suffered from a “lull year” –
the second year a group is living in
a house, when the group living in
a house is less inclined to take an
active role on campus because of
their longer living compact.

EGYPT/LIBYA—Egypt conducted its first military
mission outside of its own borders since the Gulf War
by launching air-strikes into Libya targeting IS locations. Government officials say this is the first of several
airstrikes aimed at terrorist targets in Libya.
WEST AFRICA—The Nigerian Military claims to
have killed more than 300 Boko Haram fighters, taking
light casualties in the process. Cameroonian forces also
claim to have contributed Artillery and Air power along
with Chadian forces.

However, Sefcik explained
that the new housing policy was
not meant to make it more difficult for organizations to remain in
a campus house for more than one
year at a time. “I can see where
it’s threatening and it seems like
we’re trying to kick [residents]
out, but we’re not. We’re just
holding them more accountable.
Instead of telling us what they’re
doing every three years, they’re
telling us what they’re doing every
year… and the application is so
much shorter than it used to be.”
Not every member of LUCC
is in favor of the housing legislation in its current state. Aubrey
Lawlor, a senior class representative for LUCC, explained “though
this legislation seeks to address
some obvious problems with the
current system, it does so without considering holistically the
various repercussions that would
accompany
implementation.
That being said, I think Steering
Committee has come up with worthy and effective compromises.
We hope to propose these at the
next general council meeting and
can hopefully collaborate with
Res. Life to get this improved legislation approved sometime this

spring term.”
Nancy Corona, also a senior
class representative said “I think
more concrete evidence is needed
before making such a change. In
terms of formal group houses that
often have long-term goals, while
a one year compact may lead to
more groups to living in a house
that doesn’t necessarily mean that
the quality of their experience living in the house will be the same
knowing that they may only be
there for a year instead of three.”
Senior Tom Sasani, member
of the Residence Life Committee,
explained that increased competition could be positive for group
living on campus. “Requiring reapplication each year will do a
couple of positive things. First, it
will give more groups the opportunity to apply for houses more
frequently. Second, I think it will
act as a sort of ‘self-regulation,’
since houses that do not live up to
expectations will potentially not
be offered a house the next year…
Even though applications will be
considered every single year, successful houses will continue to
get houses. And new, interesting
ideas for houses will have equal
consideration.”

UNITED STATES—Nestlé USA has committed to
removing artificial flavors and colors from many of its
products including removing the common ‘caramel coloring’ from its chocolate products.

UNITED KINGDOM—The House of Lords has
called for Internet access to be classified as a public
utility. “We conclude that the government should define
the Internet as a utility service, available for all to access
and use.”
—Summary of the House of Lords report

Abedin Rafique, sophomore
LUCC officer, had mixed feelings
about the proposed changes. “I
strongly believe a change is due.
There are several clauses in the
current formal group housing
compact that no longer make
sense,” he said, however, he went
on to describe problems he sees in
the new legislation. “That change
[to the current formal housing
compact] should take into account
everyone’s best interests, and the
current proposal fails to do so…
It will harm more organizations
than it will benefit groups of students who just happen to want to
live together” he concluded.
Lina Rosenberg, senior and
another Residence Life Committee
representative said in regard to
holding the two housing types to
the same standards: “Combining
systems holds everyone to the
same standards whether they are
LUCC recognized groups or not.”
Rose Wasielewski, assistant
dean of students for campus life,
worked with Sefcik on the proposal described how the new housing system would benefit students
applying to live in campus houses.
“[Groups] can move up and down
in house size depending on their

numbers,” she said, pointing out
that groups with dwindling numbers have had to work to fill their
houses for all three years in the
past, and groups growing in size
had to turn potential residents
down once they were at capacity.
Amy Uecke, associate dean
of students for campus life, added
that groups would have “priority to pick the house they were
currently inhabiting” each spring,
that the new housing proposal
was meant to “give students the
opportunity to craft housing the
way they want it” and that this
system would give students more
control, both in housing administration and in choosing where
to live.
Attending the panel were
members of a variety of campus
groups including Sankofa, SLUG,
the Interfraternity Council and
Global Health House. During the
panel, a discussion between members of the audience and the representatives occurred about the
proposed changes.

VARIETY
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AROUND THE WORLD IN EIGHT ISSUES
Crossing Borders: China–United States

Xue Yan is a junior philosophy major from Chuangchun, in Jilin, China.
What were you expecting before you
came to the US?
I think I was expecting it to be very
open, friendly and open to different backgrounds and perspectives. The media is
a big influence on our perceptions of the
US, and these are some of the things that
are portrayed a lot. We also had exchange
teachers from the US and Australia, and we
got some of our expectations from them
as well.

What was it like when you did come to
the US?
People do smile a lot more here!
People are openly friendly almost all the
time, and very polite. People don’t hold
doors for you in China, but it is really
common in the US. Also people say “thank
you” all the time. Sometimes people are
too friendly, though, which can make me
uncomfortable.
I was also really surprised how into
sports people are in America.
Is there anything specific to the Midwest
that you weren’t expecting?
People are really casual. In New York,
people dressing nicely is more common,

but here it’s normal just to wear jeans and
a t-shirt and sneakers; no one thinks it’s
odd. In China, people don’t always dress
up, but they do wear something nice-looking, like a nice dress or a nice shirt. When
I do that here, people definitely ask me,
“So, what’s happening today, why are you
dressed up?”

Are there any big differences between
China and the US?
One big difference is that in China,
people really like travelling to other states
or countries and will try to travel often.
Americans are generally more comfortable
staying in the place they are most familiar
with, which makes me surprised that they
are so interested in camping.
Similarities?
I think there are more similarities
between big cities. Like New York; New
York is just an English-speaking China:
it’s dirty, it’s crowded, it’s busy, people are
dressed up, people are from everywhere in
the world, everywhere in the US, the food
is terrible and expensive and the drivers
are very rude and don’t follow traffic rules.

Susannah Miller

Lena Bixby is a junior geology and Chinese language major from Portland, Ore.
What were you expecting before you
went to China?
I was expecting a more “eastern” feel,
maybe more like Japan is. I wasn’t expecting it to feel so modern or western. That
was surprising, especially the public transit. I was also expecting to see a lot of bikes,
because we always see pictures of lots of
bikes.
I think I always had a pretty good idea
of what the culture would be like, as I was
enrolled in a Mandarin immersion program from when I was little. I had lots of
contact with Chinese teachers and families
and knew a lot of culture from them.
What was it like when you did go to
China?
For one thing, I didn’t expect people
to be nearly as interested in me and who I
was as a person.
Although I expected some of the
“strange food” like chicken feet, I didn’t
expect there to be so many guts and
innards. Also they really didn’t have good
desserts or baked goods. They also didn’t
have much chocolate! Dessert was usually
fruit, and they didn’t really consider fruit
food, and so you would be given fruit after
a meal even though you said you were full

and couldn’t eat more.
I was told to leave a bit of food on my
plate when I was done eating, but I was
actually asked why I did that when I was in
China. I guess they are more interested in
not wasting good food now.

What do you think is one of the big differences between China and the US?
The expectations of children are a big
difference. Especially because it’s they’re
only kid, they have all of their parents’
hopes and dreams laid on them.
In the trips I’ve had to China, I’ve
had a lot of host families, and in almost
all of them I would never see the dad.
Sometimes they’d come home, sometimes
they wouldn’t. Sometimes they would
eat at home or sometimes they wouldn’t
return, so that was a somewhat strange
difference.
Similarities?
Materialism is certainly a thing in
China, just as it is in the US. It’s sort of
a social status thing in China, but they
have all of the same shops, like H&M and
Forever 21. There’s also a craze for US fastfood in China.

Looking to draw
comics for
The Lawrentian?
Email lawrentian@lawrence.edu
or
contact Variety Editor Amaan Khan
at amaan.n.khan@lawrence.edu

Are you satisfied with the availability of student parking on campus?
Total Votes: 35

We talk about breaking out of the Lawrence bubble, but
whenever I think about bringing my car to campus to
be able to explore more, I am hindered by the thought
of restricted parking. There are very few student parking
spots and that is troublesome to many students. Is the
university considering any changes to the parking policy?
Parking is a scarce resource on campus, due in part to the fact that the campus was laid out in a time when automobiles had not yet been invented, much less
available to the general population.
The university has just completed a
peer review of our parking infrastructure
and policies with the help of one of the
nation’s foremost parking experts, and
the report revealed some opportunities for improvement.
Over the next several months, planning will begin on campus to implement a number of the recommendations from
the review. We will rely on the Student Welfare Committee
of the LUCC to represent student interests as we determine

U
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QUESTION MARK

an implementation plan.
The bottom line, however, is that the supply
of dedicated 24-hour student parking will remain
limited, even after proposed
changes are implemented.
A parking option currently available to students, but
underutilized, is to obtain a permit from the Dean of Student’s Office
to park in the City of Appleton’s Yellow
Ramp on Washington Street, about two
blocks to the west of campus.
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I do not care.
14%

Yes, but there is some
room for improvement.
29%

Yes.
3%

No.
54%
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Men’s Hockey split series against Finlandia
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
hockey team wrapped up regular season competition last weekend with a series split against
Finlandia University (5-19-1,
4-14-0 NCHA). The win Friday
night clinched a playoff berth, and
Vikings will head into the first
round with a 6-12-0 NCHA record
that secures them the seventh
place seed.
On Friday, Feb. 13, the Vikings
arrived at the Houghton County
Arena with their eyes on the prize.
Less than halfway through the first
period sophomore Ryan Eardley
got the Vikes on the board with a
goal off assists from junior Matt
Moore and freshman Brendan
Vetter. A minute and a half later,
Eardley assisted Vetter in firing
one of his own into the net from
the point, giving the Vikings a 2-0
lead going into the second.
The second period saw no
scoring but plenty of penalties. At
one point the Vikings had a 5-on-3

advantage that quickly dwindled
to a 5-on-4 that they were still
unable to capitalize on. It wasn’t
until the end of the third period
that the Lions pulled their goaltender to try to get back into the
game. They made use of the extra
attacker to cut the Viking lead
to 2-1 with less than 3 minutes
remaining.
With enough time to score
again, the Lions kicked it into
overdrive, firing shot after shot
at the Lawrence net. Despite the
Finlandia pressure, sophomore
goaltender Mattias Soderqvist
remained in control between the
pipes, recording 29 saves for the
night. The rest of the Vikings also
fought hard until the very end to
protect their lead, prevent overtime, and claim the victory.
On Saturday afternoon the
Vikings returned to the Lions’
den for the regular season finale.
It appeared that the tides had
turned, however, as Finlandia put
away two goals in the first period
despite being outshot 16-8 by the
Vikings.
Another scoreless second period was the result of a

Lawrence team working hard
but unable to gain traction, but
the Lions were able to slip two
more goals in the third period to
claim a 4-0 shutout. Senior goaltender Peter Emery defended the
Lawrence net on Saturday and
made 19 saves for the Vikings.
The split last weekend earned
the Vikings a spot in the playoffs,
and they will face second place St.
Norbert College (17-5-2, 13-4-1
NCHA) this weekend in the first
round. The Green Knights swept
Northland College last weekend to
end their regular season on a high
note, but will be met with the fire
of revenge burning in the hearts of
the Vikings.
Lawrence was knocked out of
the playoffs last year by the same
team they face in this first round,
so the stakes are high and the
competition is sure to be heated.
The battle for the Harris
Cup begins at the Cornerstone
Community Center at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Feb. 20, and the NCHA
foes will conclude the series on
Saturday, Feb. 21, again at 7 p.m.
on Green Knight home ice.

team trains by traveling to various locations around Lawrence,
including Reid Golf Course,
Riverview Gardens and High Cliff
state park. On Saturdays, the team
will make excursions to other
parts of Wisconsin for different
terrain and real trails. The skiers also took advantage of this
term’s reading period to travel to
Minocqua in Northern Wisconsin
to train.
Team members practice both
classic skiing, which involves
striding in almost running like
manner, and skate skiing, which
involves pushing off the edge of
the ski.
Due to the volatile Midwest
winters, the ski team will often
find itself without the right
amount of snow to actually ski on.
Instead, the team will take these
opportunities to work on physical fitness and fundamentals.

Distance runs improve endurance
and plyometric exercises help
with agility and balance.
The climax of the Lawrence
Ski Team’s season will arrive this
weekend at the Birkebeiner. The
Birkie takes place in Hayward,
Wisconsin and describes itself
as the largest ski race in North
America. Competitors will be
competing in the 55-kilometer
classic race, others in the 50-kilometer skate race. Also available
is the Kortelopet, a half race in
which many Lawrentians will be
competing.
The ski team is only in its
second year. However, Hoy has
high hopes for the blossoming
club sport. “For next year I would
like to do races against other
schools,” Hoy says. “There are a
lot of schools up north around
Minnesota that we can compete
against.”

Lawrence men’s 400 medley relay team also had a strong
showing, swimming on the first
day of competition. Freshman
Travis Charlow, senior Steven
Salansky, sophomore Christian
Bell, and senior Peter Raffel took
fourth with a time of 3:48.50. The
men would finish the first day in
seventh place in the team standings.
With the second day, the
women came out strong again,
climbing from sixth place to
fourth in the tournament standings, thanks to the success of the
relay teams. The 800-yard freestyle relay placed third, posting a
time of 7:57.14, and the 200 medley relay team took fourth with a
time of 1:52.41.
Flack shone again as a top
performer, swimming to a fourth
place finish in the 200 freestyle
with a 1:57.69 time. Flack also
took seventh in the 100 backstroke with a time of 1:00.00 flat.
Charlow led the men’s efforts
on the second day. Charlow had
two top-eight finishes in the 200
freestyle and the 100 backstroke,
in which he took seventh and
eighth, respectively. In the 200

freestyle, Charlow posted a time
of 1:47.79, and he finished the 100
backstroke in 56.04 seconds. The
men’s team finished the second
day in ninth place.
The final day of competition showcased the experience
and prowess of Winter once
again. She put on an overwhelming performance, finishing the
1,650-yard freestyle in 17:32.68,
almost 40 seconds over her closest competitor, Lily McCarthy of
Lake Forest College. Winter’s finish was only about 20 seconds
shy of the Midwest Conference
Championship record of 17:13.96
set in 2013 by Lake Forest’s Becky
Shaak.
Witter and Flack also competed well, finishing fourth in two
events. Witter took fourth in the
200 butterfly, and Flack finished
fourth in 200 backstroke. The
400 freestyle relay team ended
up finishing in fifth place as well.
As a team, the Lawrence women
finished the tournament fourth
in the team standings with 474
points.
On the men’s team, their

Club skiers embrace snowy winter conditions
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

_____________________

While many do not prefer the weather enveloping the
igloo that is Lawrence University,
the Lawrence Ski Team is taking full advantage of the cold and
snow. The team provides a unique
opportunity to learn and practice
cross-country skiing.
“Skiing is not the cheapest
sport,” says team captain Liam
Hoy. “We have equipment for
everyone, as well as two captains,
who are qualified and willing to
teach new people how to ski.” The
team’s main objective is to compete in the Birkebeiner, a race
involving courses of up to 55 kilometers.
When snow is available, the

LUST competes in MWC Championships

Brady Busha

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

While some of us went home,
stuck to the books, or just relaxed,
both of Lawrence University’s
swim teams traveled to Grinnell,
IA over reading period to compete
fiercely with the best swimmers
the Midwest Conference has to
offer. The three-day tournament
began on Friday, Feb. 13, and
ended Sunday, Feb. 15.
On the first day of competition, the women’s team featured
senior Taylor Winter and sophomore Paige Witter finishing in
third and fourth place, respectively, in the 500-yard freestyle.
Winter came into the event as
the defending champion, and finished with a time of 5:07.48, with
Witter finishing right behind her
at 5:11.84.
The women’s 400 medley
relay team, composed of Witter,
junior Emily Flack, and the freshman duo of Rosemary Bauer and
Eryn Blagg, took fourth with a
time of 4:05:68. The first day concluded with the women finishing
in sixth place in the team standings.

See page 7

Welcome back for part two of the interview with the seniors,
the penultimate column on the men’s basketball team. In next
week’s final column, we will wrap up the season and examine
what lies ahead for Lawrence basketball.

Q: Ryan, how did you earn your nickname, “The General?”
Ryan: So I’m not sure if you like Chinese food, Reid, but a common dish at those restaurants is General Tsao’s chicken, which
I am a fan of. Shane Cullian and Davis [DeWolfe] (now graduated) thought that it would be comical to start calling it “General
DePouw’s chicken” because it rhymed. For some reason it stuck
with some guys and alas the nickname, “The General,” was born.
Q: Andrew, what’s your nickname on the team? It’s not just
“Borresen,” right?
Andrew: My freshman year, I may have picked up the nickname
“Sid” for my supposed resemblance to a certain sloth from the
movie Ice Age. Personally, I don’t see it, but all the older guys used
to call me Sid so it stuck. Play your cards right, and I’ll bring the
sloth voice out from time to time.
Q: Shane, how did you earn your nickname, “Blade?”
Shane: Supposedly my widow’s peak resembles that of a vampire,
which led to the nickname “your girlfriend’s favorite vampire” by
my teammates freshman year. It’s either that backstory, or possibly the fact I have an edgy personality that resembles a blade.

Q: Chipotle or Qdoba? Explain your reasoning.
Ryan: Toughest question I’ve ever been asked in an interview. I’m
going to go with Chipotle because of the guac, and I just feel like
the serving size is a little bigger...but man, you can never go wrong
with a queso burrito either.
Andrew: Chipotle. This is a tough one for me, because I was raised
on Qdoba. There’s a Qdoba minutes from my family’s house, and
there’s no Chipotle in the WB (West Bend). It’s all I knew. I came
to college and found out Chipotle’s got the better burrito and the
better chips and guac for my taste buds.
Shane: If this question even needs to be asked, there’s a problem
with investigative journalism. One word: Queso.

Q: Ryan, how did it feel to score your thousandth point on Feb.
7? Was this a goal you set freshman year?
Ryan: It was a very cool feeling. The outpour of support I received
from teammates, family, friends and even people I have never
even talked to before the game was just truly special. I’ve never
really set statistical goals, I feel like they’re just a byproduct of
hard work—that if you put in the time and get a little luck you
might reach—but this was never anything that I actively pursued.
However, I would be lying if I said I wasn’t proud of it, and it will
definitely be a day I remember.
Q: Andrew, you’ve fought hard to earn a starting spot in your
senior season. What has this meant to you?
Andrew: It has meant a lot to me personally because of all the
hours of hard work I put into hoops over the years. I started at
the end of the bench my freshman year just trying to absorb
everything around me and learn from some of the best teammates
I’ve had at LU (guys like Chris Sims and Scott Beauchamp). It has
been a journey.

Q: Shane, what facets of your game have improved most since
freshman year?
Shane: My athleticism and overall recovery from my ACL tear as a
freshman has really improved over the past four years. Being able
to post up and cut to the basket with confidence after an injury is a
facet that is more psychological than physical, in my opinion. The
ability to rehabilitate my game and be able to knock down 15-foot
jump shots and post up with confidence once again is the most
improved aspect of my game.
Q: The Lawrence basketball team is a family. What makes this
team so close-knit and what will you miss most about it after
this season?
Ryan: The team is so close-knit because we all realize that what
we have at Lawrence is special, and that it’s bigger than basketball. Sure, basketball is the reason that we’re all here and is our
common bond, but from alumni down to the freshmen this year
and beyond, I genuinely care about these guys and I think that is
why the term “family” is so applicable.

See page 7
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Travis Charlow: Men’s Swimming
This week, I sat down with freshman Travis Charlow of the Lawrence
University Men’s Swim Team to discuss his first year of collegiate swimming and his performance at the conference championships at Grinnell
College. This past weekend, he set personal bests in the 50, 100 and 200
backstroke, and 50, 100 and 200 freestyle.
Gabe Chapman: How would you describe your first year of swimming for Lawrence?
Travis Charlow: I had a lot of fun with the team. It was a small guys
team—which I was kind of used to from my high school, but it was
intense training and I really liked Drew [Fleek] as a coach. He’s a good
guy and he knew what he was doing.

GC: What are some of the pros and cons of having a really small
team?
TC: Cons are that dual meets don’t go so well—we can’t really fill up
depth—but a pro would definitely be that we got a lot closer together.
As five guys it was super easy, just hanging out together and staying in
contact with each other. But we can’t fill up all the lanes for an event,
and when you get to conference and 80 percent of your team is standing up on the podium because there’s only four people it kind of hits
home. But we did the best we
could, so it’s cool.

Photo by Emei Thompson

GC: What did you think
of your first Conference
Championships?
TC: I thought they were a lot
of fun. I thought I did really
well and Drew prepared me
very well. I worked hard all
season and I was really happy
with the outcome. Five lifetime best times is something
that people strive for, but I
wasn’t the only person on the
team and I think everybody
did a great job. I was very
happy with how I did and
how the team preformed.

Freshman Sportlight
Devin Ditto
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Jackson Boeh is a freshman pole
vaulter and 4x4 runner for the
Lawrence Track & Field Team.
Where are you from? What
drew you to Lawrence?
Antioch, Illinois. The small,
focused classrooms, I just felt like
I fit in here.
What got you interested in the
sport?
In Illinois it is required to
take four years of P.E, and I had
a P.E teacher that did not like me
because I was a football player,
so to get out of his class, I had to
join a varsity sport, and the head

football coach was one of the track
coaches, so I joined track.

You also play football, what
have you brought from football
into Track and Field?
Making every rep count.
For football, we would practice
what the offense would run, and
pole vault is an extremely technical sport and it takes an extreme
amount of reps to be good at it.

GC: That’s very good.
TC: Yeah, it was outstanding. Some of those times I’ve been trying to
chase since my sophomore year of high school. I had a really good
year that year and haven’t been able to get back until this year, so it
was a lot of pressure lifted off my shoulders for next year.
GC: What’s kept you motivated throughout the season?
TC: Personally it was not letting the other guys on the team down. Like
if I don’t wake up for morning practice there’s one less guy there, and
if there’s one less guy then there’s almost no one. So no days off, and
if anybody missed a day we heckled him a little bit being like ‘where
were you’—just joking around. But it was something I didn’t want on
my back, so I was motivated to be there all the time. I think it worked
really well.
GC: Do you think you had a smooth transition and easily got along
or fit in with the team?
TC: I’d like to think so. I think it was a lot easier there only being a
handful of guys, but I think that at first it was kind of rough because
I didn’t know anybody. I guess another downside to having a small
team would be that there’s not much diversity. But I think it went
very smoothly and they are all very nice guys, and that was very helpful.

GC: What are you looking forward to for the future for your swimming career or the LU team?
TC: Well I kind of joked around with the guys that I hope to see the
guys’ team having enough people in the next three years to fight for
spots on our relays at night (at conference) instead of skipping (the B
and C races) in the morning and just doing the relays at night—which
is a lot of fun—but I think it would be fun to have some competition.
It was super exciting to watch Taylor Winter (of the women’s team)
make an NCAA B-cut in the 1650 freestyle, so I was hoping that maybe
in three years I’ll be able to make a B-cut and head to nationals. That
would be super exciting. I also have some sights on some records on
the board in the pool area. I think I was three seconds off the record
in the 200 freestyle and seventh all-time in the 200 backstroke. So I’m
looking to improve up that ladder and make number one eventually.

Track & Field
because they want to be with their
friends, they treat it as a social
gathering.

STANDINGS
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
17-0
21-1
Monmouth
11-5
14-7
Ripon
11-5
14-7
Grinnell
10-6
12-9
Lake Forest
9-8
10-11
Lawrence
7-9
9-12
Cornell
7-10
8-14
Beloit
6-11
7-15
Carroll
5-11
8-13
Knox
4-12
6-15
Illinois
3-13
4-17
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
16-1
19-3
Cornell
12-5
14-8
Carroll
11-5
14-7
Illinois
11-5
14-7
Lake Forest
11-6
12-10
Grinnell
7-9
9-12
Knox
7-9
9-12
Monmouth
7-9
8-13
Beloit
6-11
7-15
Ripon
2-14
2-19
Lawrence
0-16
1-20
HOCKEY
TEAM		
Adrian		
St. Norbert		
Lake Forest		
MSOE		
Marian		
St. Scholastica		
Lawrence		
Concordia (Wis.)
Finlandia		
Northland		

OVR
16-1-1
13-4-1
12-5-1
11-7-0
9-8-1
8-8-2
6-12-0
4-14-0
4-14-0
3-13-2

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
Feb. 18, 2015

How has being an athlete influenced you academically?
It has made me make the
most of the available time that I
have. It hasn’t influenced me as
much as a student, honestly.

How has transitioning from
high school athletics into college athletics been?
Everyone that competes here
has a drive to be on that team,
everyone wants the team to succeed in every aspect of the word.
In high school, some people do it

What do you think you have
brought to the team so far this
season, and what do you hope
to continue to bring in the next
few weeks?
I have been the “when we
need someone, I’m there” guy. If
we need a relay guy or a guy for
an event, I’ve been able to step in.
I hope to be able to start getting

that the Sabercats wanted to play
a slower game and give the ball
to their post players. The teams
went back and forth for most of
the first half with neither team
able to gain control of the game.
Lawrence struggled shooting at
the start as they hit only three of
their first 18 shots of the game
and trailed 14-9 with about seven
minutes left in the first half.
The Vikings started to heat
up from the floor and then led
18-16 with just under five minutes left in the first half. The
Vikings then put a full court pressure on the Sabercats. The Vikings’

pressure forced the Sabercats into
several turnovers and they seized
momentum before the half by
going on a 14-6 run and stretched
their lead to 32-24 at halftime.
Lawrence hit nine of their final 12
shots in the half.
The Vikings continued their
hot streak in the second half and
put more pressure on Maranatha
Baptist. They took complete control of the game by starting the
half on a 9-2 run and held a 41-27
lead with just under 15 minutes
left in the game. Maranatha could
not stop them from there. A threepointer from freshman Fanita

Photo by Michael Hubbard

points for pole vaulting.

What’s a fun fact about yourself?
I’m colorblind.

Women’s Basketball records first win of season against Maranatha Baptist
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence Women’s
Basketball team returned home
for their final nonconference
game of the season when they
took on the Maranatha Baptist
University Sabercats. The Vikings
were looking for their first win
of the season after losing their
previous two games in very close
contests.
From the start, it was clear

Robins started another big run for
Lawrence, this one 10-1, as they
stretched the lead to 57-34 with
six minutes left in the game. That
lead would stretch to 34 points
as the Vikings won the game by a
final score of 73-39.
The pressure was key to the
Vikings defense as they held the
Sabercats to just 15 points in the
second half and forced them into
36 total turnovers. Junior forward Patsy Kealey set the tone
on defense and had a season high
seven steals in the game.
On the offensive side, the
Vikings took care of the ball and

used good ball movement to
get everybody involved as they
assisted on 21 of their 28 field
goals and had seven players score
five or more points in the game.
Junior Andrea Wilkinson paced
the offense and finished with 14
points and freshman Danelle Buck
scored 13.
The young Vikings will look
to build off this win as they have
just two games left in the season.
They travelled to Carroll College
on Wednesday, Feb. 18, and they
will return home to finish the season when they play Monmouth on
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 1 p.m.
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“The Tender Land” director prepares for opera premiere
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

______________________________

This weekend, Feb. 18-21, the
Conservatory will be hold its annual opera
performances in Stansbury Theater. This
year’s production, “The Tender Land,” is
headed by Lawrence’s new director of
opera studies and associate professor of
music, Copeland Woodruff. Woodruff, who
has had extensive experience in directing
various operas, recently directed a production of “The Tender Land” at The Juilliard
School, where he was a visiting faculty
member.
Moving the opera from the stage at
Juilliard to the stage at Lawrence has seen
some major differences, most notably the
creative choices Woodruff has made.
“Opera, just like theatre, is not a painting,” Woodruff explained. One of the beauties of opera is the versatility in the art
form, and how it changes from production
to production. As opposed to Woodruff’s

production at Juilliard, “this one is geared
more toward the stranger, how we see the
stranger outside of our community and
how we see the stranger within ourselves
when we feel estranged from our community.”
This underlying theme makes the show
a great way for various communities to connect with each other—the Lawrence community with the Appleton community, the
college community with the Conservatory
community, the incoming freshmen in the
opera with the seasoned upperclassmen,
Woodruff himself with Lawrence and so on.
Woodruff has put several tactics in place to
integrate these communities, starting with
the cast of the opera.
“They’re doing a beautiful job,” he said.
“The chorus is really excited, because we’re
forming this community that then strangers are coming into—so I had them elect a
mayor, decide their families, what their role
is. It’s not just a chorus, and they’re not just
townspeople. They have decisions made,
secrets between them—it’s a vibrant, specific community.”

In addition to forming a community between the cast members, one of
Woodruff’s goals was to “spark dialogue
between Lawrence and Appleton.” To do
this, Woodruff said he invited different communities from Lawrence and from Appleton
to set up tables for inclusive events. There
will also be a talk-back after the show to
engage the audience in a discussion revolving around the questions “how do we treat
strangers, and how do we treat disenfranchised or marginalized members of the
community?”
To get the audience to start thinking
about these questions, Woodruff said they
will be given three questions in the beginning of the show. “One is to describe a time
in your life when you felt like a stranger,”
he said. “So you start thinking about those
things while the piece is going on, and you
form a connection with it.”
As an audience, this kind of an experience also reminds us of our role in theatre as a whole. “I often call the audience

Photo by Laura Leppink

See page 7

Students rehearse scenes from “The Tender Land.”
Photos by Nathan Lawrence

DOWNTOWN

APPLETON

D O W N T O W N

Now
YearRound

C O O L

INSIDE
CITY CENTER PLAZA
EVERY
SATURDAY
MORNING

NOVEMBER 1- MAY 30, 2015
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

OUTSIDE

JUNE - OCTOBER
Nearby parking ramps feature
meters or $2 all day
WIC & EBT Cards Accepted

Appleton Downtown
Downtown Appleton Farm Market

appletondowntown.org

@DowntownCool
@dwtnappleton #farmmarket

THIS EVENT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR SPONSORS
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Local grown Bon Appétit
“Lei Ho’oheno”
Anh Ta

Staff Writer

______________________________________________

As preparations for Cabaret 2015 get
into full swing for both organizers and performers, we managed to catch a short chat
with junior Chelsey Choy, a Cabaret 2015
performer. For her third year performing,
Choy is going with a traditional Hawaiian
performance titled “Lei Ho’oheno,” a solo
dance with live music. With its intimate
setting, the performance promises to bring
a unique highlight to the wide array of cultural showcases in Cabaret.
A dancer and a performer, dance has
always been a big part of Choy’s background.
“When I dance, it is a way for me to
express my feelings to an audience,” she
said. ”All dance moves have a meaning to it
and you are telling a story through dance.”
As such, she has been a part of Cabaret
since her freshman year. In her sophomore year, Choy introduced the traditional
Hawaiian dance form of Hula to the show,
for the first time.
“It was a group performance,” she
reminisced. “Everyone really enjoyed it.”
Continuing this success, she is bringing
Hula to Cabaret once again, but in a different form of a more stripped down and
intimate performance.
As a part of her family’s fifth-generation living in Hawaii, Choy really enjoys
Hula, not only as a unique dance genre,
but also as form of emotional and selfexpression.
“The different thing about hula is,
there is a lot of hip actions and coordination with your hands,” she elaborated. “It is
basically your whole body moving with a lot
of fluidity … I also enjoy the music and the

“The Tender Land”
continued from page 6

‘the forgotten member of our ensemble,’”
Woodruff said. “When we laugh, when we
applaud, it affects what’s going on stage,
and it affects what’s going on in the pit.
It’s a different experience than sitting and
watching a movie.”
Opera as an art form even has an ability
to evoke this engaging experience in ways
that other forms of theatre cannot. “It’s
a much more interactive medium than a
musical, where the pit is more of an accompaniment,” Woodruff said. “Sometimes the
actors respond to the music that is given
them, and at other times I’m telling them,
‘You cause the music to change.’ It’s this dialogue between them, and a dialogue with
the audience as well.”
The dialogue that is created between
the actors and the orchestra is even more
impressive due to the difficulty of opera

LUST

continued from page 4
final day featured the 400 freestyle relay
team. They placed sixth in the event, with
a time of 3:26.11. Charlow placed eighth in
the 200 backstroke, and Salansky came up
with an eighth place finish as well, in the

Convocation

continued from page 1
with me,” said sophomore Andres Capous,
“I think it is important to maintain a global
outlook.”
While Appiah encouraged participat-

language it is spoken in, as it is very lyrical
and poetic.”
The uniqueness of hula makes it really
interesting, but at the same time, it can be
somewhat difficult for non-Hawaiians to
grasp the essence of it. The group performance in Cabaret 2014 was a chance for
Choy to experience first-hand the diversity
of cultures that Lawrentians from all over
the world bring to campus.
“The biggest challenge for me was to
teach people to move their hips and hands
at the same time,” Choy reflected. “I realized that not everyone moved the way I was
taught to move. There are a lot of accents to
the dance that you cannot teach.”
This year, Choy is performing with a
fellow Hawaiian and freshman Sam Alika
Bader. They look forward to putting on an
authentic and heartfelt performance.
A big fan and veteran performer of
Cabaret, Choy appreciates the different avenues the show offers for cultural display,
not only through songs and dances, but also
through the varying fashions.
“Everyone has their own way of learning about cultures,” she said. “I am a visual
learner, so I learn through movements and
mimicking. Someone else might enjoy reading about cultures.” The various avenues of
expression will not only add dimensions
to the cultural presentation, but will also
allow Lawrentians to learn in their own
ways.
“Lei Ho’oheno” is a performance to
watch out for in this year’s Cabaret, alongside many other cultural showcases. These
performances remind us of the interconnectedness of our world today. With this
in mind, Choy said, “Regardless of whether
you are a domestic or international student,
you are international wherever you go.”
music. “The vocalism that they’re asked to
do is much more difficult than a musical,”
Woodruff said. “They’re having to deal with
their vocal technique, their acting technique, their communication with the audience—it’s juggling a lot of things at once.”
Seeing the cast accomplish this has
been rewarding for Woodruff throughout
the creative process. “It’s beautiful to see
young people do this opera, because it was
written with young people in mind,” he
said, noting that the vocal parts and orchestration were written by Aaron Copland for
college students. “It’s also wonderful to see
students chew on a piece of history ... it’s a
big piece of Americana.”
All in all, Woodruff is excited for the
inclusive opportunities this show presents—no pun intended. “Come with an
open mind,” he said. “If you don’t come to
opera, don’t worry about it being an elitist
art form. It’s not. It was made for the common man.”
200 breaststroke. The men’s team finished
eighth in the tournament with 190 points.
In the final standings, Grinnell won
the women’s title with 1,074 points. Lake
Forest took the men’s title for the second
consecutive year with 1,072 points. The
tournament concludes the season for the
Lawrence University men’s and women’s
swim teams.
ing in global dialogue, he also stressed the
ability to be able to receive criticism.
“We have to be able to listen to the
changes our nation could benefit from. For
example, we contribute to almost a fourth
of the globe’s prisoners yet only 4% of the
global population. This would definitely be
criticized by others,” highlights Appiah.

Ollin Garcia Pliego
Staff Writer

______________________________

The year 2009 brought significant
changes to Lawrence University. First, the
Warch Campus Center was inaugurated.
Second, Bon Appétit became Lawrence’s
dining service provider. Through the implementation of a sustainable program in
which Bon Appétit obtains its foods from
local farmers, the Lawrence community
has the necessary elements to embrace a
healthy diet while supporting the local
economy.
Bon Appétit provides consumers with
the freshest ingredients that are used to
cook global recipes directly from scratch.
Its sustainable food philosophy is based on
the need to provide our community with
tasty food that is healthy and affordable
for consumers, produced through cooking
processes that respect the environment
and farmers’ rights. Moreover, Bon Appétit
strives to nourish the consumer without
affecting the renewal of natural resources
for future generations.
However, Bon Appétit’s General
Manager Julie Severance confirms that
most of their products are not organic since
it is a time-consuming and expensive process for farms to become certified organic.
“Although we would love to work with
organic farms, we feel that farms which are
local and use sustainable farming practices
are just as important as farms which are
certified organic.”
Bon Appétit does purchase some
organic products on a regular basis. “Basmati rice,
chia seeds, grits, yellow split peas, tempeh,
grape jelly, sugar free
jams, [texture vegetable protein], black
eyed peas, wheat
berries, rice milk,
soy yogurt and
agave,” Severance
said. Although not
completely organic,
Lawrence’s
food
service attempts to
deliver a good variety of organic products,
allowing our campus to have
a healthier diet through the consumption of all-natural products.
Severance explains that their
products come from many different sources, especially local farms
and artisans:
“Ney’s Big Sky Beef, Red Barn
Dairy, Riese Purebred Hog Farm,
Lamers Dairy, SLUG, Ledgeview Farm,
Sonday Produce Free Range Chicken,
Stone Creek Coffee, Sugar River Dairy,

Sixth Man

continued from page 4
Andrew: It transcends basketball. We’re a
bunch of guys that have similar interests,
like a lot of the same music, and love talking trash while playing 2K. It’s difficult to
describe, but in the end, it’s not really about
basketball, is it? What I will miss most after
this season is just being around the fellas
and going to work day in and day out.

This open dialogue returns to the
notion of honor, which Appiah believes is
“beyond a price.”
“Honor is the answer to the ongoing
civic conversation regarding what things
are worthy of doing to maintain our functioning society that doesn’t reply solely on
government and the market,” said Appiah.

Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream [and] Malcore
Dairy Distributor.” Through Bon Appétit,
the Lawrence community helps maintain
local farms and industries.
A working relationship between
Bon Appétit and Sustainable Lawrence
University Garden, or SLUG, has formed in
the past years.
“We purchase the seeds for SLUG garden and purchase everything it produces,”
Severance said. “SLUG also uses our food
waste for composting.” Thus, both parties
provide each other with the necessary elements to maintain their sustainable food
ethic.
The foods delivered to Bon Appétit
go through a specific process, “Our foodstuffs are received on the loading dock and
taken to the respective floors on which they
are used. The food goes into refrigeration,
freezer or dry storage and is processed
when it is menued,” Severance said. On the
other hand, SLUG goods are brought to the
cafeteria by SLUG workers themselves.
SLUG mostly sells tomatoes, herbs,
greens and squash to Bon Appétit. However,
the percentage of foods that they sell to the
school cafeteria depends on the yearly crop
yields. In addition, Severance explains that
Bon Appétit is a food service company “recognized as a pioneer in environmentallysound sourcing policies.”
Lastly, Severance stresses that they
are the first food service to “directly support small, local farms, strive to serve only
sustainable seafood, address antibiotics
overuse in our eat supply, switch to cagefree shell eggs, tackle food’s role in climate
change, advocate for farmworkers’
rights, commit to pork raised without
gestation crates [and] switch to thirdparty verified raised ground beef.”

Illustration by Laura Udelson

Shane: We are able to become closeknit because we accept everyone’s differences and individualities from day one. We
understand that we’re here for each other,
will battle together, and will stay together
in relationships that will transcend college
basketball. I’ll miss the camaraderie, the
family ties, and the experiences we share
as a basketball team and as a group of individuals who brought together their own
families to form the LU Basketball Family.

Professor Appiah believes that through
the mechanism of honor people can be
guided to reform, yield shared commitments and pursue a new code of conduct.
“It is with honor that we can have
unanimous and reasonable pursuit of a
decent life,” concludes Appiah.
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Dance team brings guest choreographer, Kim Elliot
Emma Arnesen

Staff Writer
____________________________________

This past Monday night,
Feb. 16, the Lawrence University
Dance team hosted a dance workshop with guest choreographer
and dance instructor, Kim Elliott.
Co-captain of the dance team
freshman Becca Tapia, a former
student of Kim Elliott, organized
the workshop in hopes of inspiring
her teammates and the Lawrence
community with the power of
dance and self-expression. In the
hour and a half that Elliott taught,
students were introduced to the
style of hip-hop street dance and
learned the importance of bringing personality and life into each
dance movement.
Elliot, a New York native and
NYU dance professor, stated that
her main focus is street dance,
but she embraces all different
types of dance and the ability for
individuality. She explained that
through this specific dance style
“you get to really find yourself and
be yourself.”
One of the main purposes of

sharing her passion for dance and
educating others is that she thinks
it is important to push this movement forward, to “bring it, you
know, to the foreground, opposed
to the underground [where it has
been] for so many years.”
Her emphasis on individual
expression is seen through her
choreography. Street dance is different, because it does not follow
specific rules, but rather introduces a form that shows what the
body should or has the ability of
doing. In a way, it brings personality and life to the dance. Elliott
explained that modern dance
today seems to be emulating
other peoples’ styles. She wants
to break this stigma by teaching
her students “the beauty of being
yourself.”
Becca Tapia, who has been
working with Elliott for four
years, first as a former student at
Peridance Capezio Center in NY,
then as an assistant dance director, sees Elliott as a great inspiration. Becca described her as being
“influential to anyone she meets …
and that’s what I wanted everyone

to experience.”
Sharing the same passion
for individual expression as her
dance instructor, Becca added,
“Kim teaches people to be confident in themselves and just be you
… She’s the one who opened my
eyes to accepting that it’s okay to
be you and be different.” In hosting this event, one of Becca’s main
goals was to involve everyone on
campus, not just the dance team.
The class was open to everyone, and it was a chance for students to be able to try something
they might not have otherwise.
Becca said this event was something that anyone with or without
dance background could enjoy.
To Becca, dance has been a
very important part of her life.
She explained that it inspires her
not only as a “dancer” but also
as a person. She explained: “It
teaches someone to be committed
and dedicated in anything they do,
complete everything in life with
passion and by working hard.
Dance teaches me how to better
myself in so many ways so I’m
grateful for that.”

As one of the 2018 LUCC
representatives, Becca hopes
to coordinate more events that
will involve the whole campus.
By introducing Kim Elliott to
Lawrence, Becca explained that
it was like bringing a little bit of
her home to Lawrence. She stated,
“By having her here today, I feel
like I brought a little piece of the
Big Apple all the way to the small
apple of Appleton.”

Kim Elliott’s dance workshop involved not just dance team
members, but also other members of the Lawrence community
in introducing them to hip-hop
street dance. It was a fun Monday
night activity to learn about a new
dance form and have fun, and as
Elliott stated, “It’s just an honor to
be here, just that anywhere that I
can bring the culture, I’m there.”

inviting as I walked in to Cloak
Theater. I was handed a Valentine
at the door. As I found a seat, I was
handed more Valentine-themed
stickers, Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtle-themed. I felt loved.
Down upon the stage, codirector and senior Portia Turner
danced to incoherent nonsense,
an amusing sight, to say the least.

Other improv members—
sophomore Sarah Axtell, sophomore Kip Hathaway, junior
Micayla Hutton, freshman Leo
Leventhal and sophomore Ridley
Tankersley—joined until the stage
looked like a mad congregation of
drunks. The mania only stopped
once junior Jon Hanrahan, other
half of the directing team, spoke

up, giving a brief welcome for
the night and introduced the
“Haunted Date.”
Hanrahan asked for audience
members looking for love on this
Valentine’s Eve. Sophomore Willa
Johnson and Noah Gunther were
volunteered and seated at a table
and chairs on stage—horrendously awkward conversation followed. The audience’s job was to
keep away a nasty troll, Leventhal,
by “wooing” like ghosts. If not
shooed in this way, the lovely couple would be eaten.
Sadly, our “wooing” did nothing and they died.
Next was a “Whose Line Is
It Anyway?” style game. We were
asked for world’s worst professions. Suggestions included chiropractor, ski instructor, body builder and lifeguard. Improv members clapped back and forth with
their best impressions. Hathaway
earned deserved bouts of laughter with his body builder who ate
weights to build up a muscular
physique.
Meanwhile, the Children
moved on to a game titled
“Meanwhile.” Groups of two—
Turner and Hathaway versus
Leventhal and Tankersley—played
upon each other in different set-

tings. Turner and Hathaway began
on a ladder and threw the quips
back and forth with the others,
ending up somehow in a Jacuzzi
in hell.
The following game was
ironically called “Ladder,” with
a focus on birds. Turner began
on the stage as a bird, and with
each member added, the scene
changed. Axtell came on as an
angst-ridden teen, giving her
mom—Turner—the bird. With
Haranhan, the three became a
group of jailbirds plotting acquittal, and Hutton transformed the
scene into a bad beach bash where
alliteration of b was emphasized.
Hutton was sent packing with
a “bon boyage” from Axtell and
the scenes became unpacked,
going back down the ladder, until
Turner was again alone.
A final game of “Directors”
left the audience roaring, a great
final impression. The Children
began with a weird first date
between Hutton and Tankersley.
They ate feathery tomato soup
and watched a cardboard box
on which played a show with a
senator, played by Hathaway, a
talking dinosaur, played by Axtell,

Good” and “Seeing With My Eyes
Closed”—were my favorite and
really captured the genius and
overall feeling of “Sleeping Tapes.”
During these tracks, the listener gets a beautiful and calming
tour of Temescal Canyon, is reassured about their greatness by Jeff
Bridges himself and is prompted
to ponder the imagery you see
as you fall asleep. Words don’t
do this section—or any track for
that matter—justice. Though, I
will say that if you listen, Bridges
will compliment you on your nice
haircut.
Despite
opening
with
the sounds of a toilet flushing,
the last track has a nice message from Bridges about sleeping and encourages the listener

to help support No Kid Hungry.
Jeff Bridges has been a spokesperson for this organization for a
while and helps raise money for
children to not only have enough
food, but eat nutritionally. All the
proceeds—the album price is
pay-what-you-like—go to No Kid
Hungry.
I guarantee this album is like
nothing you have ever heard and
that you will be lulled to either
sleep or a meditative state by at
least one track on it. That said,
I suggest listening to all of it
straight through. It’s entertaining,
calming and as The Dude would
describe it, “far out.” Give it a listen and support a good cause at
www.dreamingwithjeff.com.

Photo by Annie Ela

Optimistic Feral Children show thrills with hilarity
Lizzy Weekes
Staff Writer

_______________________

On Friday, Feb. 13 the
Optimistic Feral Children stunned
with yet another riotous improv
show.
The atmosphere seemed

Photo by Eric Lee

See page 12

Jeff Bridges releases album to help listeners sleep
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

__________________________

While he is most known for
his films—most notably “The Big
Lebowski”—Jeff Bridges is also
a musician and frequent meditator. Despite his other music being
primarily country, Bridges was
able to combine intriguing spoken word and ambient sounds in
his most recent album, “Sleeping
Tapes,” which was released near
the beginning of this year.
“Sleeping Tapes” offers many
things, not just relaxing music and
sounds. There are bizarre short
stories by Bridges, field recordings, pleasing sounds and guided
meditations, to name a few. While

so much happens in one album, it
remains tranquil, meditative and
strangely hypnotic throughout.
The album opens with some
calming sounds and orchestrations to set the mood. After this,
Bridges starts explaining the
album and its purpose—he breaks
the fourth wall various times
throughout the duration. It’s hard
to detach his voice from his various movie characters and hear it
as reassuring and pleasant, but
this album does just that.
The next batch of songs are
similar. They are made up of
sparse music, with Bridges’ words
being the focus. He talks about
various things—humming before
filming, getting up to go the bathroom in the middle of the night

and dreaming. None of these subjects are normal for an album and
it may be strange to listen to for
some listeners, but Jeff Bridges
is able to make it personal and
appealing.
The album takes a bizarre
turn, however, as he starts sharing some of his “bedtime stories.”
There are a few, and they are all
quite short and contain fantastic imagery. I won’t ruin any of
them, but their subject matter is
often whimsical, yet intelligent.
The stories give a nice break in
the middle, but are not different
enough from the rest of the album
to ruin the cohesiveness it has as
a whole.
The next three songs—
“Temescal Canyon,” “Feeling
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

KIRSTEN O’DONNELL
Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

Many people say that
they “want to do it all,” but few
actually define “it” for themselves and end up losing sight
of their goals by overreaching.
Senior Kirsten O’Donnell, however, knows exactly what “it”
is. A vocal performance major
with an emphasis in theatre,
O’Donnell seeks the height of
her potential simultaneously
through two forms of artistic
expression.
O’Donnell did not start
singing seriously as a life pursuit until her senior year of
high school. She had been in
choir previously, but after taking voice lessons and a class
on music theory, she discovered her enthusiasm for the

craft. Afterwards she started
auditioning for various groups
and wound up participating in
nearly every vocal ensemble in
the school.
“Even though I hadn’t
been doing it for very long, I
just knew that I would regret
it if I didn’t try,” O’Donnell
explained.
Starting relatively late
for a conservatory student is
in some ways a drawback, as
it means working harder to
catch up to one’s peers, but
O’Donnell sees it equally as a
blessing. Starting later means
that she is able to maintain
that original enthusiasm for
singing before it feels purely
like work.
After
high
school,
O’Donnell went to the College
of DuPage for two years, where
she studied classically and

further solidified her resolve
to go into music. From there,
based on her mother’s suggestion, O’Donnell applied to the
Lawrence Conservatory and
got accepted.
It was at Lawrence that
O’Donnell added theatre to
her particular strain of artistry. Starting with “The Drowsy
Chaperone,” O’Donnell has consistently participated in various musical theatre, straight
theatre and opera performances. This includes “Albert
Herring,” “The Plow and the
Stars,” “Godspell,” “Street
Scene” and this winter’s opera
“The Tender Land.”
“I love the opportunity to
create a mini-world,” O’Donnell
explained. “You’re creating
relationships, scenarios in
which you meet people. The
most amazing part about that

is making those interactions
as real as possible. It’s finding
moments of humanity in something that is so contrived—on
stage in front of an audience,
humans pretending to be other
humans.”
Rather than two lines running parallel, O’Donnell’s love
of theatre and of music have
the opportunity to intermingle
through musical theatre and
opera. This she hopes creates a
unique style of entertainer, one
who has a multitude of tricks
up their sleeve.
O’Donnell plans to take a
gap year after her undergraduate career ends and before she
goes to graduate school. She
plans to audition for theaters
in Chicago and find choral
work. An ideal future would
entail some combination of the
two.

Aside
from
music
O’Donnell enjoys outdoor
recreation such as horseback
riding, backpacking, rock
climbing and spelunking. She
wishes she had more time for
the sciences, even trying to
study genetics in addition to
music when she first arrived
at Lawrence. But of course that
would be overreaching oneself,
and O’Donnell understands the
limits of an individual. When
she says she is trying to do it
all, she means that she is trying
her hardest in the dual arts of
music and theatre.
You can see O’Donnell
perform in The Tender Land at
Stansbury Theater this weekend Feb. 19-21 at 7:30 p.m.
with a Sunday, Feb. 22 matinee
at 3 p.m.

Art House’s gallery opening an impressive display
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

The first thing that happened
when I arrived at Art House’s gallery showing, which took place
Wednesday night on February 11,
was the door being slammed in
my face, with the plea to come
back later when they were ready.
Turns out I showed up early, but
I learned when I came back five
minutes later it wasn’t by very
much. They’d merely been putting
up the finishing touches, which
was apparent the second I got
back.
There was a poster on the
door—where there once was
none—of a stick figure dead on
the ground. Disturbing, but then
I opened the door, and it was forgotten in an instant. A warm feeling of dizziness washed over me
and all who entered after. The
small room in which the residents
and friends of Art House had organized for their display was teeming with life, some thirty-some
deep with people with more arriving every few minutes. The air
shook with the sound of excellently curated shoegaze and punk
music, and the aroma of pizza
hung in the air like a cloud.
Yes, the name of this particular gallery show was “Pizza
Planet,” in honor of the fictional
venue that appears in Pixar mov-

Optimize LU

continued from page 1
of the ideas are able to be implemented, and I look forward to see-

ies. In their infinite generosity, Art
House supplied various Topper’s
pizzas to match up with the name
of their temporary venue, and
they were delicious.
The gallery itself, as mentioned before, was a student’s
room, sheets draping the furniture, concealing it, removing the
personal to reveal the work that
was on display. There was a wide
variety, and the artists were all
present to discuss their works. I
saw one of them dressed in garbage bags, graciously showing off
her creations.
Creation in general was the
theme, though the members and
curators of Pizza Planet insisted
there wasn’t one. But everything
artwork was distinctly made.
There was no found art or art
made just by slapping a label
saying “This is Art” on it. Each
piece was carefully conceived and
crafted.
The variety of these artworks
was commendable, far more than
what you see at the average gallery showing. There were sculptures—one of them a skateboard
painted with the two stars of
Comedy Central’s “Broad City,” but
amusingly retitled “Board City” –
and highly detailed works made
with pencils and acrylics—a particular standout was a sketch of a
skeleton wearing a mask made of
muscles, anatomically correct and
absolutely terrifying.
There was also video, like the

one where a surreal projection of
a labyrinth made of bricks played
on the ceiling, and every time you
looked up, it’d be in a different
place, disorienting you at every
turn. There was even computer
generated work of architecture,
such a castle made of polygons
and primary colors, reminiscent
of an early Frank Gehry project.
Not even text was ruled out, with
a text messsage about penises the
artist wrote, screen-shot, printed
and displayed on the wall.
Even the pamphlets were
good, in a digital font with crude
drawings that resemble Don
Hertzfeldt filling up the pages,
amusing you but not distracting
you from the names of the artists
who made the various works.
Halfway through the show,
the stereo stopped, and the turntable—which had blocks put on
top of it spelling out a welcome
message—slowed and halted.
Someone stepped forward, a saxophone in their hand. They began to
play, not loudly, not with flash, but
softly, with substance, a wavering
solo that cut through the air like
a laser, warbling like the world’s
jazziest songbird. It wasn’t even
five minutes, but the applause
was the equivalent as if we’d just
heard a three hour masterpiece.
Of course, it was deserved: you
couldn’t pull your ears away even
if you wanted to.
The same principle, of course,
applied to the art on display.

ing some of these student ideas
become reality.”
Rose
Wasielewski,
the
Assistant Dean of Students for
Campus Life, said she was eager
to participate on the panel. “This
event, along with Launch LU in

the spring, is such a simple idea
but can create amazing results,”
she said.
Wasielewski added that
events like Optimize LU are important because “no matter how
many years of experience folks

Photos provided by Ridley Tankersley

Nothing on display was any less
than compelling. You had to see
it. You had to see everything. Most
promisingly of all for the “Pizza

Planet” artists? You’re going to
want to see more from them all,
and soon.

like I or the other panelists have,
the students are the ones living it
day to day, and they will often see
issues first-hand that they should
feel welcomed to bring forth.”
Organizers Choy and Martin
said they hope to create an

entrepreneurship club soon so
that events like Optimize LU can
remain permanent fixtures at
Lawrence.
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RLAs are paid enough

STAFF EDITORIAL

Jess Morgan

Cultural understanding and
respectful discourse

Staff Writer

________________________

Kwame Anthony Appiah ended his convocation with the crux of his message: To end a ‘shameful’
custom, bring something new in to replace it. His talk spoke volumes about the respect of cultures and
the inefficacy of foreign intervention in fixing domestic issues. To understand and honor a culture is
crucial to securing the trust and respect of those with whom a conversation is to be had. It is thus wise
to engage with a culture and respectfully introduce alternatives to the status quo before a move is made
to remove it altogether.
While Appiah’s thinking was deep and historically grounded, many students and faculty members
have described his speech as being unexceptional. According to that view, he spoke obvious truths that
led up to a conclusion that was less than earth shattering.
In the context of Associate Professor of French Dominica Chang’s introduction, however, Appiah’s
talk can have profound meanings when applied to our community. He spoke of democracy and foreign
relations in a broad sense, but his thinking all comes back to very basic principles.

Communities are built upon systems of honor, just as much as systems of law and economics. If we
understand the history of our own customs related to honor and respect, and draw connections with
world-wide, historical issues of honor or shame, our dialogues will benefit from our “mutual respect.”
Far too often, we are comfortable with passing judgement or deliberating on issues we are not familiar with. We underestimate the adverse effect of our confrontational attitude and the need for mutual
respect in discourse. In order to have truly constructive discussion, we need to understand the other
argument and truly extend our respect to those we converse with. This applies not only to our efforts to
make changes across the globe, but also to the conversations we have here on campus.
Although Appiah’s speech was not an explosive addition, it will hopefully serve to be the initiation
to a healthy conversation and will positively influence the discourse we have on campus.

White savior complex and volunteerism
Margaret Johnson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

If someone has been to Africa
on a mission trip servicing an
under-developed area, it’s almost
guaranteed that he or she has
posted a picture on social media
with a smiling, nearly emaciated African child, or shared their
immersion in the culture by donning traditional garment, eating
local food, engaging in community activities, exploring the exotic
wildlife, etc.
What these pictures don’t
show is not only the poverty and
institutional instability that has
been cropped out of the picture,
but also the harmful effects of
volunteerism in foreign countries.
Short-term volunteer projects in impoverished countries
are often more detrimental than
they are productive, despite the
intentions of the volunteer, which
intentions may also be detrimental in their own way.
When volunteers go to a
poverty-stricken country in
Africa, they often don’t have the
skill set necessary to be helpful
to the community. They lack the
training and experience that is
required to positively contribute
to the society.
Volunteers aren’t professional engineers, doctors, teachers
or carpenters; they are typically
white college students who pay
thousands of dollars to build infrastructure that they are unqualified
to build or share information they
are unqualified to teach.

My experience in the field of
construction is practically nothing. I would be completely useless
assisting a construction project,
for instance; my capacity for carpentry doesn’t amount to anything past using a hammer and
a nail.
If community work projects
are being implemented, it is much
more beneficial to the local economy if local people are hired to do
the work rather than have a selection of college students, who barely know how to use a hammer,
attempt to build infrastructure.
Additionally, local institutions waste time and money trying to upgrade facilities for the
volunteers as well as looking after
the volunteers—time and money
that should be spent on local
issues.
In regard to children, the
emotional attachment depicted
on social media between volunteers and children is very much
genuine. The relationship formed
by volunteers and young children
often results in further trauma
to the child when the volunteer
leaves—especially considering
that many of the children have
already been orphaned or abandoned by their parents.
The disappearance of yet
another adult to whom they have
become emotionally attached
causes only more harm and pain
to the children. Children in these
impoverished communities who
come from unstable or broken
families latch onto volunteers as
maternal or paternal figures that

are soon absent from their lives.
When these volunteers leave, the
children are once again left with
feelings of abandonment that contribute to psychological trauma.
Even if the children are with
parents, it is inappropriate to care
for children that are not your own.
How socially acceptable would it
be in America if foreigners came
into our homeland and starting
caring for, cuddling and taking
pictures with our children? The
same respect needs to be given
to all communities, regardless
of their economic and political
standing.
But there is perhaps a larger
detriment to communities filled
with volunteerism, and that
regards the intentions of the volunteers themselves.
Deciding to volunteer in an
impoverished country by following the logic of hoping to learn a
greater life lesson along the narrative of “being grateful for what you
have” services your own privilege
instead of challenging it.
The experience of travelling
to an under-privileged country is
a promotion of your own privilege. That privilege which you
have is magnified by the lack of
privilege by those in the community.
If that experience is not used
to question that privilege, but
used rather to relish in it, the
experience becomes about selffulfillment rather than fulfilling
the needs of the community. This
ideology behind volunteering fur-

See page 11

Over the past two terms, I
have had the privilege of being
a Residence Life Advisor [RLA]
in Ormsby Hall and Brokaw Hall.
During that time, I have been surprised by how much I have grown
and enjoyed my current role.
It has also surprised me how
frequently I hear that RLAs should
be offered greater compensation
for their work. Talking with other
students, I feel as though I hold
the minority opinion that the pay
is appropriate. While I understand some of the reasons that
this issue is brought up, I think
the amount an RLA makes in a
year is very fair.
The comment that I hear the
most is that RLAs should be given
free room and board. After all,
there are other schools that provide that compensation in place of
money. However, the pay increase
that free room and board entails
is a bit extreme.
Currently, first year RLAs
earn $1621 plus a single at a
double-room rate. The total
cost of room and board for the
2015-2016 academic school year
is $9210, or $9921 for a single,
translating to a difference of $711
between single and double rooms.
The proposal that RLAs should
receive free room and board is
arguing for a pay increase of over
four times the current pay rate.
If RLAs did receive the dollar amount that comes with the
compensation for free room and
board, the breakdown of hours
per week would be more than
the average full-time job. If an
RLA was putting in a minimum
commitment of about 5 hours per
week, at pay of $9921 over the
course of the school year, that
RLA would receive a salary of $66
per hour. Even if they were going
above and beyond with programming and were putting in close to
10 hours each week, $33 per hour
is still incredibly high.
Sure, being an RLA is kind of
a 24/7 job. A student could come
to you at any point with an issue
that needs to be resolved. You’re
always a visible leader on campus,
which comes with its own responsibilities. But it would be absurd
for RLAs to be paid for every hour
they spent awake and functioning, or to be paid in such a large
amount per hour.
The amount of responsibilities that an RLA has during any
given week varies. The minimum
work during a week is one and a
half hours spent in staff meetings
and three to four hours spent on
duty at the desk. Sure, there are
other tasks that will take time,
such as briefly meeting with the
Residence Hall Director bi-weekly,
going to required events on campus that relate to the role, assisting students, creating a positive
community on your floor and
creating materials such as door

decorations.
Despite these responsibilities that come up throughout the
term, there are benefits to having
a salary that compensates for 5
hours of work per week.
A full-time Lawrence student
can only be on the payroll for
20 hours a week. Having fewer
hours on paper each week is
actually incredibly beneficial to
RLAs who are interested in working other campus jobs. If you
desire, for example, to work in
the library, become an editor for
The Lawrentian or work as a tutor
in the CTL, the fewer hours allow
you the flexibility to gain those
experiences without sacrificing
your role as an RLA.
In addition, providing free
room and board would cause students to apply for the wrong reasons. Given the cost of attending
Lawrence, nearly everyone would
want to be an RLA if free room and
board were provided. It would
be a shame to see positions go to
students that are applying for the
financial rather than the communal benefits.
From my observations, those
who have received the position as
an RLA genuinely care about people and our university and enjoy
the tasks involved with the job.
The current pay for the role helps
to maintain the enthusiasm and
integrity of the role.
Being an RLA is one of the
best jobs on campus. What other
jobs revolve around learning more
about the talented students at
Lawrence, spending hall funds to
put on cool programs, getting to
know campus resources like the
back of your hand and learning
how to positively impact issues
within the community?
The current flexibility of time
is one of the greatest aspects about
the job. Depending on what you
personally value, you can spend
your time with that type of program, raise awareness for a particular issue or gather students to
work on a project oriented around
a specific interest.
In the grand scheme of things,
RLAs are not paid a lot, but the
experiences gained are invaluable
and allow for so much personal
growth. Regardless of the aspects
of the job that motivated RLAs
to apply, there is no doubt that it
provides skills applicable to all
aspects of life or future jobs.
What better way is there to
learn how to work with a group
of people and market your people
skills to future employers than
with a job that resolves around
working with people and being a
leader?
If you have an interest
in becoming an RLA, and have
attended one of the information
sessions over the past week, I
highly encourage you to apply.
While the compensation may not
be as high as desired, there is so
much to be gained from the role.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided
by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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LUCC’s proposed housing policy LETTER TO THE EDITOR
changes are wrong for our community
Danny Davis
Managing Editor

________________________

The Lawrence University
Community Council [LUCC] will
soon vote on a new policy that will
bring the theme house application process and the formal group
housing application under one
system, titled “Lawrence Group
Housing.” As our system currently
stands, student groups applying
for theme houses are awarded
a one-year contract and are not
required to have a governmental
structure, whereas formal group
houses are awarded a three-year
contract and are required to have
a governmental structure and disciplinary system.
The new proposal brings
together both application processes under the Housing Selection
Committee of LUCC. The new
system will award only one-year
contracts to student groups applying for the Quad houses and the
several other houses that are designated as formal group houses.
This piece of legislation has very
grave implications for the student
organizations currently occupying our designated formal group
houses.
One concern that many formal groups have with this policy
is that loosely affiliated student
organizations without a centralized government or disciplinary
body can compete with formal
groups for the same houses. Many
formal group houses have strict
membership obligations and eligibility guidelines to live in their
houses. As it stands, the new housing policy does not require student groups to have any standards
for what constitutes an eligible
resident. Decentralized groups
of students who would only be
able to apply for a theme house
can now compete with LUCCrecognized student organizations
with centralized governments and
disciplinary bodies for the same
houses.
Before, theme housing did
not conflict with the interests of
formal group housing because the
smaller designated theme houses
with fewer beds were awarded
to decentralized student groups
without a goal that was depen-

Johnson

continued from page 10
ther neglects the community.
A volunteer can further
neglect those communities by
misrepresenting them. By posting pictures of smiling children
or locals enjoying traditional customs, social media followers see
that people are still happy despite
brutal conditions. It is possible
that this conveys the message that
nothing much has to be changed.
By romanticizing poverty,
the situation looks easier to fix.
Simple solutions are then generated—build a library, grow a
garden, buy mosquito nets—but
none of these contribute to solutions for the institutional causes
of such poor conditions.
Even more dangerous is the
ideology of the community being
in “need” of volunteerism. Going
on a mission trip doesn’t make

dent on having a house. These
student groups could pick up a
house for a year as a nice way to
get the communal living experience without having to establish a
long-term goal that was related to
their acquisition of a house.
However, formal groups
applying for larger houses have
a mission that is directly related
to having a house. Therefore, it
makes sense that formal groups
with a centralized government
and disciplinary system are
awarded the larger formal group
houses to incorporate as many
members as possible. With the
new policy, decentralized student
groups will be competing for the
same houses that many formal
groups work much, much harder
to maintain.
Residence Life Committee is
viewing the formal group houses
as a right to be shared equally rather than a privilege to be
earned. This contradicts the hard
work that formal groups do in
maintaining their houses.
Additionally, awarding only
one-year contracts makes it difficult for currently established formal groups to focus on long-term
goals. Sometimes, formal groups
undertake projects that take several years to complete. Without
the assurance of a house, student
organizations with formal groups
cannot plan long-term projects
without first being assured they
will have a house throughout the
project’s duration.
Formal group houses are
often occupied by student organizations whose occupancy of that
house is essential to the mission
of their student organization.
The most immediate example is
our fraternities. Some may ask,
if sororities can exist without
houses, why shouldn’t fraternities
shouldn’t be able to? Sororities
have a centralized recruitment
process that has effectively
brought in recruits each year. This
system is not compatible with fraternities, making the fraternity
house the most important recruitment tool a fraternity has.
Without a formal group
house, fraternities struggle to
acquire new members. This directly impacts the ability of a chapter
to succeed in its philanthropic
and brotherhood-building mis-

sion. For example, Beta Theta Pi
has a partnership with Riverview
Gardens. Because our philanthropic work involves a great
deal of manual labor, the more
members we have, the more work
we can do to build Riverview’s
infrastructure. Additionally, a fraternity needs their own private
space to conduct rituals, which
are essential to the brotherhood
experience that fraternities seek
to provide to their members.
Philanthropic and brotherhood goals are not short-term
operations. While chapters can
simply approach a non-profit and
lend a helping hand occasionally, our philanthropic goals often
develop over the course of several
years. Additionally, the rituals and
education that chapter members
receive during their time often
occur over several years. Without
a long-term assurance of a house,
these long-term goals are disrupted.
Likewise, groups like Sankofa
need a house because their primary missions are to provide safe
spaces for minority students on
campus. Sankofa’s presence is
vital to building a diverse community at Lawrence. If we seek to
draw in students of diverse ethnic
and racial backgrounds, houses
like Sankofa need to be assured
longer contracts.
For prospective students of
color having those spaces on the
Quad may be the deciding factor between attending Lawrence
or not. Not only does the house
provide a safe space; it allows
for a more centralized community
that would otherwise be more
dispersed throughout campus. It
is vital that a house and Sankofa
does not have to compete with
decentralized groups of students
every single year. They need a longer contract to focus on long-term
goals related to their mission that
may take more than one year.
Unfortunately, Residence Life
Committee is determined to still
bring theme and formal group
housing under one single process
called “Group Housing.” Therefore,
some concessions should be made
to reconcile the interests of formal groups currently occupying
formal group houses and the

you a hero. Your presence in an
underdeveloped country is not a
godsend.
This notion of the “white savior” complex devalues and subordinates a culture that is in its
current situation because of that
same white superiority complex,
i.e. colonialism. By assuming that
another culture needs the presence of volunteers’ culture, those
volunteers magnify their own
white privilege rather than deconstruct it.
Aside from magnifying their
own privilege, the attempt to
instruct another culture on which
values it should have or what type
of institutions it should invest in
is offensive and counterproductive to a cause which is working towards advancing the rights
of the underprivileged. Entering
another culture with the intention
of showing them your customs
as an attempt to fix their own
customs simply spreads Western
ideals. This is essentially a meth-

od of colonialism. By doing this,
the cultures of native communities are disregarded and forcibly
removed. This hinders the community’s autonomy, as well as its
cultural and social development.
Volunteerism, in the sense
of international aid, ignores the
institutional and geo-political
problems that lie underneath the
poverty—especially when volunteerism is filtered through the
lens of smiling young African children on Instagram.
Volunteerism is the equivalent of putting a band-aid with
worn down adhesive on a wound
that requires the help of a medical
professional. Rather than import
volunteers to build insufficient
infrastructure or teach programs
that they are unqualified to teach,
countries need to use international aid as a means of empowering
natives at a local level to build and
teach themselves, and do so while
being culturally sensitive.

See page 12

To the Editor:

This is a response to Students for Justice in Palestine’s recent
event entitled “The History of the Israeli-Palestinian Question:
A Panel.” I would like to state that the Palestinian narrative is
extremely valuable to an understanding of the conflict; my criticism is directed at the panel, not this narrative.
I feel that my voice has been silenced. As the only Israeli
student on campus, why was I not included on a panel concerning my own history, life and future? Why were students who have
never seen this region of the world selected as experts over me?
As someone who has experienced the conflict directly, wouldn’t I
be able to provide insight, complexity and expertise from my own
history?

Though I heard a recording of the panel, I did not attend
because I knew that my voice would be completely dismissed during the event. For my own mental well-being, I didn’t want to be
a witness to a panel that demonizes my home. During the panel,
history was manipulated and distorted, and many critical events
were excluded in order to create a dichotomy of good and bad—
good Palestine and evil Israel.

What of the lost voices of the under-represented Israeli narrative? There are many victims in this conflict, and they all deserve
to live safely. Why wasn’t the panel advertised for what it really
was—an anti-Israel event whose sole purpose was to legitimize
resistance against Israel, a legitimization of violence? The de-legitimization of Israel as a state distances us from the peace process,
the only way to resolve war.

We, the people of Israel and the people of Palestine, matter!
Our conflict is ours to resolve, and we need to solve it together. In
times where so many are fighting to keep us divided, help us come
together in peace.
—Yifat Levenstein, Class of ’15

The shooting at UNC–Chapel Hill
Glenn McMahon
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

In light of the recent shooting at the University of North
Carolina’s Chapel Hill campus, a
new round of national debates
about Islamophobia in the United
States has emerged.
Cause for concern about possible Islamophobic motivation for
the crime arises from the ethnicities of those involved, the perpetrator being a white male who,
according to CNN, “hated religion,” and the victims being three
Muslims.
The New York Times quotes
police describing the motive as
“an ongoing neighbor dispute
over parking.” It takes an unstable
person to commit such an atrocity,
no matter the motive, but are we
as a nation expected to seriously
consider that this man killed three

people in cold blood over where
to park his car?
Even if we, the audience to
an investigation with national
impact, agree to consider these
murders outside of the legal definition of a hate crime, would the
message broadcast to the Islamic
community be any different?
Our government’s response
to Islamic suffering in Palestine
has been the renewal of donations
of weapons to Israel, such as that
made by the Bush administration
in 2007. That deal promised $30
billion in purely military aid over
a 10-year period, according to
the U.S. Congressional Research
Service.
Within our borders we see
the dehumanization of Islamic and
Arab populations in video games
and movies. These points, however, have been made ad nauseum

See page 12
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What did you think of Professor Appiah’s Convocation?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“I like how he was able to show
explain the concepts of shame
and honor and apply them to the
same situation.”
–Lisa Featherly

“I think he was able to explain
abstract and complicated ideas
to many students unfamiliar with
such topics.”
–Ali Heiring

KidsGive

continued from page 1
currently planning a research and
volunteer trip to Jamaica for field
experience in December 2016.
Instead of the trip, they have
created a fundraising initiative
titled the KidsGive Ebola Orphan
Project to sponsor 100 children
orphaned by the Ebola crisis.
“Even though we are not able
to travel to Sierra Leone as a group
this March, we still wanted to connect with our partner schools and
try to help with some of the hardships they are facing,” said Skran.
“The schools have been closed all
year due to the outbreak and both
children at the schools and parents of children have died. We all
decided that the Ebola Orphan’s
fundraiser would be a good way
to support the schools and help
those most affected by Ebola.”
The fundraiser kicked off

Davis

continued from page 11
Residence Life Committee.
First, rather than award all
groups one-year contracts, extend
the contracts to two years. While
three-year contracts are ideal,
a two-year contract provides a
slight increase in turnover while
allowing new groups to develop
long-term goals. Additionally, it
may actually incentivize student
groups to avoid the second year
dip in productivity that sometimes occurs with a three-year
contract.
Second, decentralized student groups should be required
to submit eligibility requirements
for potential residents to live in

“I thought that it was a very
interesting and unique topic, one
generally not covered within a
school convocation.”
–Brett Brnard

“Kinkaviwo was great!”
–Emily Wendorff

“I think examination of issues
like the global violence against
women is more important that
mutual respect.”
–Hannah Klawes

“I liked his consciousness
about pronouns and gender
constructinos—he tries to
be neutral.”
–Emma Walter

at an event on Sunday, Feb. 15,
where teams were given information on their sponsored child
and KidsGive presented a slideshow about the organization as
a whole. The fundraiser will last
two weeks from Feb. 13-27, and
students can still donate to the
cause and learn more at KidsGive
tables during lunchtimes in the
Warch Campus Center. Once the
fundraiser is over, the top teams
will be rewarded with a pizza
party put on by KidsGive.
Senior economics major and
Finance Coordinator of KidsGive
Liz Barthels participated in the
trip to Sierra Leone in 2013 with
a Field Experience class. She and
other students set up a library at
the Conforti school, held sports
days and provided scholarships to
students. “I thought it was such a
great program [Professor Skran]
got started here that I knew I had
an interest in being a part of it,”
said Barthels.

“What I find neat about it
all is that we have a wide variety
of groups getting involved,” said
Barthels, “such as sports teams,
sororities, fraternities, residence
halls, choirs, smaller groups and
staff members alike.”
For this fundraiser, KidsGive
is working with one of the longterm partner schools, the Conforti
School, as well as the NGO Conforti
Community
Aid
Children’s
Organization (CCACO). The children being aided by CCACO are
registered in the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Gender, and Children’s
Affairs.
“This year’s fundraiser is special not only because we are helping those who really need it, in a
country that many people on campus have a strong connection to,”
said Barthels, “but also because it
is bringing Lawrentians together
from all groups across campus to
work towards a common goal.”

their house and devise some basic
governing structure. Currently,
members of formal group houses
have obligations they must uphold
to be allowed to live in a formal
group house.
If a decentralized student
group is to compete with a wellstructured organization for the
same resources, that student
group must have similar standards
of accountability. This means that
a decentralized student group
couldn’t simply get a dozen or
more students to agree to fill their
house without assuring that those
residents will contribute to the
mission of the group, which is one
of the greater concerns that many
formal groups currently have.
Either way, we cannot avoid
the future housing situation that

will undoubtedly become more
competitive, which is an unfortunate reality for this school’s
future. However, the new policy
places decentralized groups of
students on an equal playing field
with established LUCC-recognized
organizations that have clear
structures, disciplinary systems
and house-eligibility requirements. By making some concessions, we can fairly reconcile the
interests of formal group houses while making the necessary
adjustments to Lawrence’s new
housing situation. The system will
be not be perfect for everybody,
but it certainly will be more fair
than the legislation that is currently being debated.

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
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Improv

continued from page 8
and sentient plant, played by
Leventhal. Let’s just say the date
was not going well.
This sparked a preschool
where everything was under control. Turner, the teacher, made
sure Leventhal, the preschooler,
built his blocks in just the right
order. “Four blocks makes a mess.”
The scene displayed a truly sad
hilarity.
Tankersley and Axtell were a
couple expecting, and things were
not under control. Tankersley
displayed an extremely stressedout father. It only got worse once
Axtell birthed twins—Hathaway
and Haranhan. The two shot out
from underneath in a way I can
only explain with, “You had to be
there.”
Tankersley’s incredible rendition of a stressed out father
was continued with a scene of
the character’s job. He worked,
well really didn’t do much, for
the senator, Hathaway again. His
incompetency meant he must be

McMahon

continued from page 11
and will be thoroughly explained
by a cursory Google search. I will
thus refrain from over-explaining
American Islamophobia.
Barring a miracle of efficacy
in the United States justice system, Craig Hicks will likely find
himself charged with murders not
classified as hate crimes. Let’s not
allow this discussion to end there.
Lawrence University is a
place of great intercultural acceptance and learning. While we as
students may not impact the outcome of that specific case, we can
still impact our community’s cul-
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sent back to preschool.
The controlling teacher tried
her best to control Tankersley’s
dysfunctional character to no
avail. The stress was too much.
A world where talking dinosaurs and humans coexist was
explored. Soon, we arrived at the
sermon of Dinosaur Jesus, played
by Haranhan. Unfortunately, no
one could record his words due to
tiny T-Rex arms.
Sentient houseplants, too,
were represented.
But soon we came back
around to Tankersley and Hutton’s
fourth date, where Tankersley
was ready to pop the question,
a completely believable scenario.
The proposal began innocently
.. until Tankersley started singing. Every member came on stage
with a different part. The musical
number seemed rehearsed with
choreographed dance moves and
planned harmonies. Craziness
was inevitable as the music continued. Tankersley and Hutton
finished the grand scene with a
hyperbolic smooch.
All in all, the madness was
quite successfully hilarious.

ture. I urge you to keep an eye
out for instances of Islamophobia,
perceived or factual, and try to
further your understanding of the
problem.
Groups
such
as
the
Committee on Diversity Affairs
and Students for Justice in
Palestine hold regular panels
and discussions dedicated to the
understanding and propagation
of awareness of injustices felt by
our fellow Lawrentians and our
fellow Americans. Those events
are opportunities to emulate the
words of this week’s convocation
speaker Kwame Anthony Appiah.
In his words, let us all seek to treat
each other and those around us
with “a decent respect.”

